
Looking forward to seeing you at the Black Playwrights Gathering! 

This gathering will be a relaxing environment that will feed your spirit and
soul, and allow you to foster genuine intergenerational connection and
community.

Hosted by Sharon Bridgforth, Omi Jones, Dominique Morisseau, Goldie
Patrick, and a.k. payne, the Black Playwrights Gathering is a space
uniquely created by and for Black playwrights. 

The gathering will be a day of introductions, leisure, laughter, and layin’
back. You know we’ll be eating, and some of us will be dancing. There will
be rich conversations and time for dreaming and making new friends. 

ABOUT THE GATHERING



DATE/TIME/LOCATION
Juneteenth

Friday, June 19, 2026
Arrival: 10:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m. PT

Program Starts: 10:30 a.m. PT | Ends: 8:00 p.m. PT
At a private residence in Malibu, CA

FLOW OF THE DAY
10:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m. Arrivals

10:30 a.m. Festivities Begin
1:00 p.m. Lunch

3:00 p.m. Pick Your Adventure
5:00 p.m. Community Conversation

6:30 p.m. Dinner
8:00 p.m. Departures
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WHO'S COMING TO THE COOKOUT?
We will be sharing a full guest list prior to the event.

GRANT SUPPORT
If you would like to attend the gathering but are facing non-emergency
challenges that pull focus away from your creative practice, we
recommend looking into the Dramatists Guild Foundation Bridge Grant
Program. This is an independent program, and we cannot guarantee
coverage through this avenue. But we encourage folks to check out the
eligibility requirements and submit an application if it seems like a fit. 
If you have more questions about this opportunity,
please reach out to grants@dgf.org.

https://dgf.org/grants/bridge-grants/
https://dgf.org/grants/bridge-grants/
mailto:grants@dgf.org
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DISCOUNTED HOTEL RATE
We have arranged a discounted rate of $259/night (plus tax of $31.60) at
the Hyatt Regency Westlake. Discounted self-parking is available at $5 per
night. You can book directly through the following link. Rooms must be
booked by Thursday, June 4, in order to secure this rate.

VENUE
The gathering will be held at a private home in Malibu, California. The
address will be shared with confirmed guests once they have completed
and submitted their Participant Form.

TRANSPORTATION/PARKING
Participants will be responsible for their own transportation to and from
the event. Ample street parking is available at the venue.

If you are interested in carpooling with other participants, please visit the
following link to add your information to the Carpooling Spreadsheet.

Please note that arrivals will take place between 10:00 a.m.–10:30 a.m. At
10:45 a.m. the gate to the property will close and our programming will
begin. Please plan your travel to the venue accordingly.

HONORING OUR ANCESTORS
At our gathering, there will be an Honoring Our Ancestors installation. For
this work, an Ancestor is anyone—blood or chosen kin—who has passed.
You are encouraged to make a contribution to the installation by
acknowledging someone whose Spirit you would like to bring into the
space as we all gather. You might offer up written words, objects, cloth,
plant life—even words you speak aloud. If you offer a photograph, it
should only contain the images of Ancestors.

LOCAL EVENTS/ACTIVITIES
More information will be forthcoming.

https://www.hyatt.com/hyatt-regency/en-US/westl-hyatt-regency-westlake
https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/WESTL/G-AECB
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dcucbmnxLuvCYVHhgmQij5Mp2-b8NTMFmUyfxDapNzk/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is there a dress code for this event?
We encourage folks to dress for their comfort. If you are seeking a point
of reference, picture a family barbeque! 

What should we bring? How should we prepare to be in space?
A few basic things to consider:

Los Angeles weather may include sunny days, as well as some
overcast mornings. The evenings can become very cool, so we
encourage bringing light layers and options for this daily transition.
Sunscreen and sunglasses are highly encouraged.
We will be utilizing both indoor and outdoor spaces throughout our
programming, so layers will be great to transition between spaces.
Wear comfortable shoes as we gather.
While we will be providing a small number of masks on site, if you
prefer a certain type of mask, please bring it! We invite you to mask
at your level of comfort.

How do I get to the venue? Is there parking?
Participants will be responsible for their own transportation to and from
the event. If you have a car, there is ample street parking available at the
venue.

What meals will be provided?
Lunch and dinner will be provided at the gathering. Additionally, plenty
of snacks and beverages will be available throughout the day.

What if my dietary requirements have shifted since I expressed
interest?
Not a problem! Please email sritz@artequity.org. 

Where can I get one of the Black Playwright hoodies that were given
out at the 2024 gathering?
Check out our Merch Store!

mailto:sritz@artequity.org
https://artequity-shop.fourthwall.com/


FAQs continued

Will there be a private space for me to pump milk?
Yes, the event venue is a residence with several bedrooms. Please check
in with any of the artEquity team when you arrive and they can show
you options.

Can I receive the address for the event venue?
It's a private residence. Given the capacity of the venue, the address is
only being shared with confirmed guests.

What’s your COVID-19 policy?
As a reminder, if you feel concerned about being exposed to COVID, we
want to highly recommend you wear a mask. We will have masks
available onsite. If you know you have been exposed to COVID, tested
positive for COVID, or are symptomatic, we encourage you to stay
home.

I can’t stay for the whole event! Is that ok?
The experience is designed for a fully immersive experience that
prioritizes respite, care, and community. Given that as our goal, it will be
important for every attendee to be present for the duration of the
event. If you are not able to prioritize a full day’s experience, we
encourage you to join us at the next gathering.

What if I am hard of hearing and need captions?
The design of the event is not presentational, so we will not have
captions. However, for large-group moments, we will be using ampflifed
sound.

I’m sensitive to heat. Will there be shade?
The event will include activities that are both indoor and outdoor with a
variety of places to get out of the heat.
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QUESTIONS?
If you have any additional questions about the gathering, please do not hesitate to
reach out to sritz@artequity.org. 

The Black Playwrights Gathering is supported in part by:

Building community one artist at a time 
at the intersection of art + activism.

www.artequity.org | info@artequity.org | 556 S. Fair Oaks Ave, #101-464, Pasadena, CA 91105

FAQs continued

Will there be stairs?
The event will take place primarily on one level, both indoors and
outdoors. Any change in levels will be optional and include proper
railings for safety.

mailto:sritz@artequity.org
https://venturoustheaterfund.org/
https://www.tentoonerum.com/?us
https://artequity.org/
mailto:info@artequity.org
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